
 
 
 

Wild Trout Trust 
Advisory Visit Report – River Honddu – Monmouthshire 

On behalf of the Monnow Fisheries Association 
19th September 2007 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

‘Wild Trout Wales’ 
‘Brithyll Gwyllt Cymru’ 

 
WTT in partnership with Environment Agency Wales has launched a new 
partnership initiative ‘Wild Trout Wales’. The aim of the initiative is to 
provide professional advice and project support for fishing clubs, riparian 
owners and community groups throughout Wales wishing to undertake 
wild trout conservation projects. During 2007 the project will: 
 

· Undertake 10 Advisory Visits with a good geographical spread 
· Provide specific project design advice and support 
· Release ‘Seed-corn’ funding to kick-start on the ground projects.  

 

 
Afon Honddu – ‘wild brownie’ 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 
1.0 Introduction 
 
This report is the output of a site visit undertaken by the Wild Trout Trust 
on the Afon Honddu on 19th September 2007. 
 
Comments in this report are based on observations on the day of the site 
visit and discussions with Patrick Lloyd and Robert Denny of the Monnow 
Fisheries Association (MFA). 
 
Normal convention is applied throughout the report with respect to bank 
identification, i.e., the banks are designated left hand bank (LHB) or right 
hand bank (RHB) whilst looking downstream. 
 
The Monnow Fisheries Association have been at the centre of a major 
catchment habitat restoration project on the River Monnow and three of 
its major English tributaries, the Dore, Escley and Olchon. Over 65km of 
habitat restoration was completed involving major coppicing and fencing 
works. 
 
The remaining Welsh tributary of the Monnow the Honddu was not part of 
the £1.5 million pound project, which was 75% funded by DEFRA. 
 
Therefore the MFA has decided to initiate a project to improve the Honddu 
and its tributaries with a view to improving habitat for wild trout and the 
wider biodiversity of the valley. 
 
The Honddu is over 24km in length and has three main tributaries that 
are thought to have once been important trout spawning streams in their 
own right. These are the Cwm Bwchel, Nant y Gwyddel and the Nant y 
Bwch. These three streams add another 15km plus of potential spawning 
and nursery habitat. Added to this there are numerous other smaller 
tributaries along the Honddu but little is known about their current or 
historical value to wild trout.  
 
A total of eight sites were visited during the day. Sites were selected by 
the MFA as being representative of ‘typical habitat’ within the catchment.  
 
The main purpose of this report is to identify generic issues and solutions 
with a view to producing a more detailed report and project specification 
(Phase 2). This second phase will be used as a basis for a major funding 
bid to take the restoration forward as a single principal project with 
opportunities to carry out further work as part of smaller projects.  
 
 
 



 
 
In these early planning stages there are four fundamental questions that 
need to be addressed: 
 
What is the current quality of the habitat in the Honddu and its 
tributaries? 
 
What contribution did they once make and do they currently make to the 
Honddu and the wider Monnow system? 
 
Are there any significant catchment issues and habitat bottlenecks 
currently limiting the three major life stages of trout (fry/parr/adult) in 
the Honddu? 
 
What range of management and restoration options are available to 
address the conservation of wild trout in the Honddu? 
 
2.0 – The Historical Perspective 
 
Historically the Monnow and its tributaries were an important destination 
for fishermen, who as recently as 30 years ago, would be making their 
way from the southern counties and the Midlands to enjoy high quality 
trout and grayling fishing, particularly during the prolific mayfly hatches 
at the end of May and the beginning of June. 
 
Large numbers of these visiting anglers stayed in local hotels; indeed, the 
quality and abundance of the trout on the river Honddu attracted so many 
anglers that the historic Llanthony Abbey Hotel’s main source of business 
during the spring and summer was visiting fishermen, even up to thirty 
years ago. Their catch records show rods catching up to one hundred 
trout each for the week. This may be one of the best clues to suggest just 
how important the Honddu once was for brown trout recruitment within 
the catchment.  
 
Size ranges of the ‘heaviest’ fish range from 4 ounces to 3/4lb, perhaps 
further evidence of the importance of the Honddu as a spawning and 
nursery resource? 
Sample records were taken from the 1940’s, 60’s and 70’s. It seemed 
that most anglers killed what they caught. To sustain a fishery and buffer 
this level of ‘cropping’ the Honddu must have been a highly productive 
river. 
 
On the day of the visit several landowners very kindly allowed access onto 
the river. Conversations suggested that there was once a phenomenal 
production of fish due to a large spawning migration of resident brown 
trout. One farmer talked of a regular aggregation of fish in some pools of 



over 200 fish. Even allowing for the fading of memories over the years it 
surely cannot be disputed that this anecdotal information points to the 
Honddu once being a very productive river.  This was both in the main 
stem of the Honddu and the various tributaries. It would seem that many 
a young farmer spent his summers tickling trout for his family’s supper! 
 
One landowner went as far as to identify the exact year of the start of the 
decline in the fishery, 1976 - this was a very bad drought year. 
 
3.0 – Site Descriptions and Issues 
 
On the day of the visit eight separate locations were inspected, these 
were: 
 
3.1 - Afon Honddu – Pandy 
 

 
 
This section of river, just upstream of the confluence with the Monnow, 
runs very close to the Abergaveny to Hereford railway line. The tree cover 
is mainly in the form of broadleaved high canopy, with very little in the 
way of understory cover in the form of boughs, branches and bushes. This 
type of habitat provides useful overhead cover for all three life stages of 
trout (fry, parr, adult) and is a source of terrestrial invertebrates.  Due to 
low light penetration there is little in the way of shrubs, tall herbs and 
grasses.  
 
 



There is also a dearth of Large Woody Debris within the channel. The 
presence of LWD has been shown to be extremely important in several 
respects. 
 
Increases in mean flow, depths and localised scouring velocities; 
Development of high in-channel physical habitat diversity; 
LWD can have significant benefits to the control of run-off at the 
catchment scale. Woody Debris helps regulate the energy of running 
water by decreasing the velocity. Thus the ‘travel time’ of water across 
the catchment is increased. 
 
LWD is a general term referring to all wood naturally occurring in streams 
including branches, stumps and logs. Almost all LWD in streams is derived 
from trees located within the riparian corridor. Streams with adequate 
LWD tend to have greater habitat diversity, a natural meandering shape 
and greater resistance to high water events. Therefore LWD is an 
essential component of a healthy stream’s ecology and is beneficial by 
maintaining the diversity of biological communities and physical habitat. 
Traditionally many land managers and riparian owners have treated LWD 
in streams as a nuisance and have removed it, often with uncertain 
consequences. This is often unnecessary and perhaps harmful to high 
quality streams such as the Honddu. Stream clearance can reduce the 
amount of organic material necessary to support the aquatic food web, 
remove vital in-stream habitats that fish will utilise for shelter and 
spawning and reduce the level of erosion resistance provided against high 
flows. In addition LWD improves the stream structure by enhancing the 
substrate and diverting the stream current in such a way that pools and 
spawning riffles are likely to develop. A stream with a heterogeneous 
substrate and pools and riffles is ideal for benthic (bottom dwelling) 
organisms as well as for fish species like wild trout. 
 

 
Fish live in trees too! © Staffs Wildlife Trust 

 
 



There is also a lack of pool habitat >40cm deep. Pool habitat serves 
several key functions for trout:- 
 

· during severe drought conditions all salmonids (fry, parr and older 
fish) must take up temporary residence in the pools of spate rivers; 

 
· the bigger trout in a river live principally in pool areas; 

 
· adult salmonids use pools as a resting place and as a safe haven 

from predators; 
 

· gravels moving downstream in flood flows tend to precipitate out in 
mounds immediately downstream of lateral scour pools in 
meandering channels and below plunge pools in straight reaches. 
These deeper gravel deposits with an upwelling of water from the 
pool percolating through the stones are the prime salmonid 
spawning areas.  

 
 
Due to the proximity of the railway line livestock are constricted to a very 
narrow strip of bank on the LHB. As there are no stock fences on either 
bank this is causing significant poaching of the banks. This in turn is 
leading to problematic erosion, loss of vegetated margins and the possible 
sedimentation of spawning gravels downstream. 
 
This reach is geomorphologically active with in-stream features such as 
riffles, point, bars, mid-channel islands and shoals. 
 
There are two tributaries entering the Honddu at this location. One was 
completely dry the other almost dry. They may have limited potential 
even when flowing during winter months. The straight characteristics of 
the channel may also indicate the river has been engineered for land 
drainage purposes or more likely by engineers building the adjacent 
railway. 
 
 



 
Over-shaded channel (good in-stream habitat) 



 
Dry tributary at Pandy 
 
3.2 - Afon Honddu – Lower Stanton 
 

 
 



This section of river below the footbridge has been dredged by the 
landowner to ‘improve’ the fishing. This somewhat misguided, but well-
intentioned action has created further deep fish holding habitat. However 
these actions have removed many of the natural features one would 
expect to find in a stream of this nature. There is no pool/riffle sequence 
and other features such as point bars and mid-channel islands. All of the 
larger rocks that provide good juvenile territories are currently residing on 
the banks.  Interestingly the river is now trying to re-adjust back to a 
state of equilibrium, with the embryonic formation of a pool riffle 
sequence. 
 
Coupled with this there is no stock fencing on either side of the river 
leading to widespread erosion problems and an almost complete lack of 
cover in the form of fringing vegetation (shrubs, grasses and tall herbs). 
 
There are no problems below the footbridge from over shading, however 
there is a lack of low bush growth, which provides essential aerial cover 
for trout. LWD is completely absent from the channel. Upstream of the 
footbridge there is extensive high canopy cover leading to excessive 
shading. 
 
At the end of the reach there is a commercial fish farm. The fish farm 
diverts water from the river through the rearing ponds via a significant 
boulder weir structure. At the time of the visit there was no perceptible 
flow going over the sill of the structure. Therefore, it would seem that 
nearly 100% of the available flow in the Honddu that day was being 
abstracted for use through the fish farm. Coupled with this the structure 
could also present significant problems to resident and migratory fish 
wishing to gain access to spawning areas further upstream. Conversely, 
the structure could also inhibit the downstream migration of juveniles 
seeking to colonise the main Monnow and of smolts migrating to sea.  
 
Whilst inspecting this structure a mink crossed the river. 
 
At the top end of the reach there is a tributary entering the Honddu on 
the RHB. At the present time the stream is not fenced off to prevent 
livestock from poaching the banks. Subsequently there is a high loading 
of silt within the channel. 
 



 
Dredged, un-fenced, no in-stream habitat and riparian cover 
 

 
Erosion caused by livestock 
 
 
 



 
Fish farm weir – Note no flow going over the top of the sill. 
 

 
Fish farm discharge pipe – possibly constituting around 100% available 
flow in the Honddu that day?  
 
 



 
RHB tributary looking down towards the Honddu in poor condition. 



3.3 - Cwmyoy (Tributary) 
 

 
 
This small tributary (Cwm Lau) runs down to the Honddu from Blanyoy. 
Above of the road the habitat looked excellent, as the stream has been 
fenced off. In stream habitat comprised gravels and cobbles and would 
seem to be perfect fry and parr habitat. The presence of the fence has 
allowed the establishment of emergent plants, herbs and tall grasses all 
of which afford excellent cover for fish. A few large cobbles were turned 
over and there were good numbers of olive nymphs and even a bullhead 
was spotted. 
 
Below the road and in complete contrast the stream is unfenced and 
heavily grazed on the LHB, and tree cover is heavy on the RHB. This 
section of stream is in need of improvement to link up to the high quality 
spawning and nursery habitat upstream. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Good fry and parr habitat (low gradient) 



 
Tributary downstream of road at Cwmyoy 



3.4 - Cwm Bwchel (Tributary) 
 

 
 
Entering the Honddu at Llanthony this tributary rises up through a steep 
wooded valley before emerging into open/unfenced hillside. It is thought 
that this tributary once was an important spawning stream. Generally 
substrate in the stream was characterised by large stones, cobbles and 
rock, with only small isolated patches of gravel suitable for trout 
spawning. Undoubtedly trout will spawn on this material (one small trout 
was spotted near the top of the wooded section), however the question is 
how significant would this be and what would be the survival rates of eggs 
and fry in this high gradient, high-energy environment. There was some 
concern regarding a covering of fine silt on the finer gravels. 
 
Fly life appeared excellent with both large stonefly and smaller 
heptageniidae nymphs. As with most of the sites visited tree cover is 
mainly dense high canopy, with very little light penetrating to the bed and 
banks of the river. 
 
This was the first site where significant growth of Himalayan Balsam 
(Impatiens glandulifera) was encountered, however the coverage is not 
heavy and prompt action may stop this highly invasive plant encroaching 
the banks of the stream. Himalayan Balsam growth is widespread 
throughout the Monnow catchment and requires urgent and co-ordinated 
attention. There is also a considerable problem on along the length of the 
stream from discarded black polythene silage wrapping.  
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Large stonefly nymph – Cwm Bwchel stream 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Himalayan balsam (Impatiens glandulifera) is a relative of the busy 
Lizzie and is known by a wide variety of common names, including 
Indian balsam, jumping jack and policeman's helmet. It is a tall, 
robust, annual producing clusters of purplish pink (or rarely white) 
helmet-shaped flowers. These are followed by seed pods that open 
explosively when ripe, shooting their seeds up to 7m (22ft) away. 
Each plant can produce up to 800 seeds. 

Introduced to the UK in 1839, it is now naturalised, especially on 
riverbanks and increasingly in waste places and has become a 
problematical weed. Himalayan balsam tolerates low light levels 
and, in turn, tends to shade out other vegetation, impoverishing 
habitats. In the autumn, the plants die back, leaving the banks bare 
of vegetation and vulnerable to erosion. 



 
Large stone, cobble and rock substrate (Small pockets of gravel) 



 
Small pockets of spawning substrate – is this enough? - Note silt loading. 
 

 
Himalayan Balsam distribution is widespread within the catchment 
 



 
Some of the many extensive deposits of black plastic silage wraps. 
 

 
 
 
 
 



3.5 Afon Honddu – Upstream of Llanthony 
 

 
 
 The substrate along this reach of the Honddu is characterised by a 
mixture of gravels, cobbles large rocks and boulders. In general terms 
this would seem to provide good habitat for all three key life stages of 
trout (fry, juvenile, adult).  There is very little in the way of riparian 
fringing cover in the form of shrubs, grasses and tall herbs. Added to this 
there is very little LWD in the channel. 
Interestingly in three pools large shoals of trout were observed of up to 
thirty individuals. This behaviour is unusual in trout as they are highly 
territorial. The shoaling could be a response to a potential predator (man, 
bird, mammal) and could be an avoidance tactic adopted due to a lack of 
‘escape’ cover in the form of undercuts, logs and vegetation. 
  
A study in Nova Scotia showed that within a year when cover was 
installed / allowed to regenerate the streams standing crop of fry slightly 
increased, but the number of juvenile and adult trout doubled. (Hunter, 
Better Trout Habitat, 1991) 
 
A combination of no stock fencing, grazing pressure and high canopy tree 
shading has lead to a loss of fringing cover (shrubs, grasses, tall herbs). 



 
This LWD trash dam provides good cover for trout and should not be 
removed (apart from rubbish) 
 

 
 
Shoaling Trout (20+ 8-10cm fish) 
 



3.6 - Parc Bach Farm - Honddu 

 
 
Parc Bach Farm lies at the very top of the Honddu system. The river is 
around 1.5 metres wide and the substrate is a mixture of bedrock with 
large cobbles and some gravels forming pools and runs. The pools 
contained low numbers of trout in the 6-10cm size range. Riparian 
fringing vegetation is a mixture of bracken, gorse and grass. As there is 
no sheep fence there is very little cover for trout in the form of LWD, 
shrubs, tall herbs and grasses. There is a high loading of silt within the 
channel downstream of the coniferous plantation. 
 
As expected, the channel within the plantation is over-shaded and 
continues to suffer from a high loading of silt, which enters the stream via 
a network of drainage gullies and natural springs.  Within the plantation 
there is a waterfall, which would appear to be the effective barrier for 
further upstream migration of fish.  Large stonefly nymphs were found 
under various stones within the channel.  
 
The stream that enters the farm on the RHB from the Gospel Pass did not 
appear to have been suffering from the same level of siltation. However 
the lack of cover and LWD remains a constant issue. 



 
Honddu, below Parc Bach Plantation (Note silt loading / no sheep fencing) 



 
High silt loading on bedrock and within the gravel matrix 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Plantation waterfall 



3.7 – Nant y Bwch and 3.8 Nant y Gwyddel  (Tributaries) 
 

  
 
Both of these steams have potential as spawning and nursery areas. The 
Nant y Bwch is the largest tributary in the Honddu system and as such 
may have a higher percentage of spawning sized gravels. However there 
is a major set of falls, which is an effective barrier to migrating fish. A 
further stream entering the Nant y Bwch was inspected near to the 
monastery. However the channel was heavily over-shaded and looked of 
little use to spawning trout. 
 
The Nant y Gwyddel is heavily over-shaded. Inspection was made difficult 
due to the presence of a fence. However, the gradient over the first 
0.5km is not steep and there appeared to be some spawning gravels.  

 
Nant y Bwch Waterfalls 



4.0 – Recommendations 
 
The Honddu system has a great deal of potential to be enhanced as a 
spawning, nursery and adult wild brown trout fishery. From accessing 
historical catch records and speaking to local landowners it would appear 
that there has been an on-going decline in numbers of fish. Having 
inspected several representative reaches the question facing the MFA is, 
“where should we target resources to achieve the greatest returns?”  
 
Several landowners talked about the Nant Bwch, Nant y Gwyddel and the 
Cwm Bwchel streams as once being important spawning areas and this 
fact is not being disputed. However there only seems to be a limited 
distribution of gravels within these streams that looks suitable for 
spawning trout. The survival rate of eggs and alevins in these high energy 
systems is likely to be low in all but the lower gradient sections. 
 
However the situation is very different on the main Honddu. Throughout 
its length there is a very good distribution of gravels suitable for a variety 
of spawning fish. However, there are significant habitat problems that 
need to be addressed. It is the WTT’s recommendation that resources 
should be first targeted at the main Honddu. This is especially relevant in 
the light of possible plans for a European funded anadromous fish 
spawning habitat project on the river. The MFA should work in partnership 
with the Wye & Usk Foundation and WTT to develop a habitat project on 
the Honddu. A project of this nature would have dual benefits for 
migratory Salmon (and sea trout?) as well as resident brown trout. None 
of this is to say the minor tributaries should be excluded from efforts to 
improve them. However as they will be of little, if any value to spawning 
salmon they would struggle to meet the criteria required for migratory 
fish funding.  
 
Therefore the following recommendations are based on works to be 
undertaken on the main Honddu. However many of the suggestions can 
be extrapolated over to smaller projects on some of the more important 
minor tributaries. Based on observations on the day and in order of 
importance these are; Nant y Bwch. Nant y Gwyddel and the tributary at 
Cwmyoy (Site 3.3) 
 
On the main Honddu it would appear that the major ‘habitat bottleneck’ 
limiting wild trout populations is at the juvenile (>10cm) and particularly 
adult (>20cm) life stages. In general it would appear that there is a lack 
cover and regular deeper pool habitat (>50cm). All life-stages of trout 
require the presence of riparian cover. However fry can effectively use in-
stream cover in the form of large stones, cobbles and boulders, a habitat 
type that is not in short supply on the Honddu. 



In terms of cover the major limiting factors affecting trout populations on 
the Honddu are a lack of LWD and associated scour pools, undercut banks 
and riparian vegetation (coppice, shrubs and fringing vegetation).  
 
4.1 – Habitat Restoration / Management 
 
What follows are series of practical prescriptions that aim to remove the 
identified bottlenecks. 
 
4.1.1 - Large Woody Debris & tree management 
 
‘The importance of LWD to wild trout cannot be overstated’ 
 
MFA should adopt a policy of leaving LWD in river unless it is causing 
significant problems. As a guide the following simple check list has been 
developed by the West Country Rivers Trust: 
 
 
Is the debris fixed, if yes then continue to 2, if not continue to 5. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In the short-term the MFA should introduce LWD. A little-and-often 
programme needs to be adopted with regard to tree management on the 
fishery to achieve a good balance of LWD, light and shade. Willows can be 
‘trained’ to hang over the channel by nicking the trunks and pushing them 
over. A sensitive programme of coppicing should be undertaken on a five 
to seven year rotation. This will create low-level aerial cover and allow 
light into the channel to promote in-stream and riparian plant cover. A 
tree management plan should be developed that would facilitate the 
natural introduction of LWD which should be combined with the above 
checklist. 
 
Arisings from tree work could be used to install LWD. It is recommended 
to introduce upstream facing submerged log deflectors (single or paired) 
to create localised scour pools in the margins and mid-channel. LWD will 
need to be securely ‘keyed’ into the bank and possibly the riverbed using 

1. Is the debris fixed, if yes then continue to 2, if not continue to 5. 

2. Is the debris causing excess erosion by redirecting the current into a vulnerable 

bank?  If yes then go to 5 if not then go to 3. 

3. Would fish be able to migrate past it (take into account high river flows).  If yes 

got to 4, if no go to 5. 

4. Retain the woody debris in the river. 

5. Extract the debris. 

Note: If the debris dam needs to be removed but there is still a significant amount of the root system 
attached to the bank then it is recommended that the stump be retained for its wildlife habitat value and 
its stabilising effect on the bank 



posts or rebar and wire to avoid problems of washout. Another option 
would be to ‘hinge’ trees, leaving them still connected to stumps, again 
for added security these can be secured to the bed of the river using 
posts and wire.  
 

 
Example of ‘naturally’ hinged LWD on River Derwent (Co Durham) 

 
The MFA should avoid the temptation to remove too much tree cover from 
the banks. Canopy growth can provide a valuable temperature refuge, 
something that may become more important as summer temperatures 
increase due the predicted effects of climate change. Before tree works 
are undertaken it is recommended that protected species surveys are 
carried out. These surveys should assess impacts of any proposed tree 
management on breeding birds, otters, water voles and bats. EA 
Biodiversity Team officers will be able to advise on this. 
 
The correct placement of LWD will help to sort gravels by creating scour 
pools and gravel mounds suitable for both salmon and trout spawning. 
Fallen timber can be used to create flow deflectors. Deflectors need to be; 
1) keyed into the bank to avoid localised erosion and; 2) staked and 
wired to the bed of the river to avoid being washed-away.  As a very 
rough guide deflectors should be set upstream at approximately 30 
degrees to the bank with a length of between 40-50% of channel width, 
or staked in mid channel as paired submerged upstream facing logs. 
Deflectors keyed in from the bank should be set just at summer water 
level. Scour pools have been shown to be very important habitat for 
juvenile and adult life stages of brown trout. This approach is particularly 



useful where there are problems with the ingress of fine silt into spawning 
gravels. 
A recent site visit to the Afon Ceri, a tributary of the Teifi, found some 
very good examples of naturally occurring LWD. In both these examples 
we can see the scouring and gravel sorting actions LWD performs in high 
flows. 

 

 

Scouring Pools >50cm Deep 

Sorting Spawning Substrate 

 

 

 



4.1.2 Riparian Cover & Fencing 
 
Riverbanks are constantly on the move, it is a natural part of the river 
processes of erosion and deposition. In places the banks of the Afon 
Honddu are composed of friable soils and gravels, which are highly 
susceptible to erosion.  
 
The roots of bank vegetation bind the soil together, making it more 
resistant to the powerful erosion forces of the river. Livestock overgrazing 
can result in a loss of riverbank vegetation, which accelerates riverbank 
erosion. This is a double-edged sword for not only is valuable land lost, 
but the water can also become choked with sediment, which has a 
devastating effect on the biodiversity of the river. 
 
There are many options for erosion control however the MFA should 
consider options that also deliver gains to the fishery and local 
biodiversity. 
 
Riverbanks can be re-profiled, seeded and planted with appropriate 
vegetation and the bank toe (bit next to the water) can be faced off with 
willow withies to protect it from erosion. 'Green' willow withies are woven 
through 'green' willow stakes, which continue to grow, putting out root 
systems and binding the soil together. This will allow over-hanging, 
fringing vegetation to develop that is important habitat for fry and parr.  
 
The use of willow withies and willow stakes has proved to be less costly 
and more effective than 'hard' forms of river engineering. It is also 
sustainable and has far less environmental impact than the alternatives. 
 
 

 
Use of willow withies, re-profiling and planting 

(Copyright Eden Rivers Trust) 
 
 



 
From Managing River Habitats for Fisheries – Scottish Environmental 

Protection Agency 
 
 
Where the river runs through grazing pastures (sheep, cattle, horses) it is 
recommended that a fence is installed. Unhindered access by stock to the 
river is causing some major bank side poaching and erosion, which is 
leading to the loss of valuable vegetated margins. Although it is 
suggested that a buffer strip of at least 5 metres be created, a fence 
nearer than this to the river will still have a beneficial effect. 

 
Example of a hypothetical tree management & fencing scheme 

 
The fence line should be placed well back from the bank in a straight line 
to avoid trash getting caught on wires (causing ‘blow-out’) during peak 
flows. 
 



Cattle drinking points should be sited in order to reduce the risk of debris 
accumulating on it during flood events. An alternative option might be to 
install pasture pumps. These operate to lift water from the river or an 
adjacent sump area to the cattle. 
 
4.1.3 – Fish Passage 
 
The fish farm weir at represents a major barrier to migratory fish 
(anadromous and resident within catchment) Further to this due to its 
effects on summer flows there may be issues affecting the downstream 
migration of salmon and sea trout smolts and resident trout dispersal. 
A fish pass should be installed as art of any holistic programme aiming to 
deliver sustainable fish populations. 
There are many options available to address this problem, but 
sensitivities regarding the fish farms water supply will in all likelihood 
necessitate a carefully planned, negotiated and engineered solution. The 
Environment Agency has access to the services of a National Fish Pass 
Officer who is based in West Wales. It is recommended that the MFA 
consult the EAW fisheries officers to discuss this issue. 
 
4.1.4 – Invasive Plant Control 
 
Himalayan Balsam is rapidly colonising both banks of the Honddu. Urgent 
control measures are required to prevent flowering and if this is achieved 
before seeds are set, eradication is possible in two to three years. 
 
Chemical control: can use glyphosate or 2,4-D amine. Need to be used 
whilst plant is actively growing in early spring for best effect. 
 
Cutting/mowing/strimming: cut at ground level using a scythe, before the 
flowering stage in June.  Do not cut earlier as this promotes greater seed 
production in any plants that re-grow.  Cutting should be repeated 
annually until no more growth occurs. 
 
Pulling: shallow-rooted plants can be pulled up very easily and disposed 
of by burning or composting, unless seeds are present. 
  
Grazing: Grazing by cattle and sheep is effective from April throughout 
the growing season. It should be continued until no new growth occurs. 
 
The Food and Environment Protection Act 1985 (Control of Pesticides 
Regulations 1986, as amended), sets out the rules on the use of 
pesticides to control weeds growing in water or on land.  ‘Pesticides’ 
includes herbicides as well as insecticides and fungicides. 
 
Under the Regulations, anyone who wants to use herbicides to control 
aquatic or bank-side weeds must have written agreement to their 



proposals from the Environment Agency. They must notify the Agency of 
their proposed programme, including details of the site to be treated, who 
will be applying the herbicide, and which herbicides they will use. 
 
See:  
http://www.environment-
agency.gov.uk/commondata/acrobat/wqm1_notes201_1797478.pdf 
 
 
4.1.5 – Understanding Riverflies 
 
Lastly, it is vital that angling clubs understand what is happening to 
populations of riverflies in their streams and rivers. To this end WTT 
recommends that fisheries register their interest in taking part in the 
Riverfly Partnership monitoring and training initiative. The initiative aims 
to support fishing clubs to monitor and help conserve the environment. 
More details can be found on www.riverflies.org 
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5.0 – Making it all happen 
 
5.1 – Long term Partnership Opportunities 
 
The MFA should seek to work in partnership with local EAW Fisheries and 
Biodiversity Department staff and the Wye and Usk Foundation to scope a 
detailed project proposal that could be used as a basis for a major funding 
application. The Wild Trout Wales Project may be able to part fund a 
detailed project specification. 
 
The EA may be able to assist with fisheries surveys of both the main river 
and spawning streams. This will provide vital information on the structure 
of trout and populations and will guide future management efforts. 
 
5.2 – Short to medium term opportunities 
 
Further technical, practical and financial assistance may be available 
through the Wild Trout Wales Project and or WTT to undertake smaller 
scale works on Honddu tributaries. This would help keep members 
interests alive in the project whilst longer term plans are being 
formulated. 
 
Physical enhancement works could be kick-started with the assistance of 
a WTT ‘Practical Visit’ (PV). PV’s typically comprise a 1-3 day visit where 
approved WTT ‘Wet-Work’ experts will complete a demonstration plot on 
the site to be restored. This will enable project leaders and teams to 
obtain on the ground training regarding the appropriate use of 
conservation techniques and materials, including Health & Safety 
equipment and requirements. This will then give projects the strongest 
possible start leading to successful completion of aims and objectives. 
 
The WTT can fund the cost of labour (two/ three man team) and materials 
(max £1800). Recipients will be expected to cover travel and 
accommodation expenses of the contractor.  
Wet-work experts will demonstrate one or more of the following 
techniques that are appropriate to the site. 
 

· Tree management (coppice, pollard, sky-lighting)  
· Tree Planting  
· Fencing (Installation & Repair)  
· Stream Narrowing (Faggots, Coir Rolls, Spilling)  
· Flow Deflectors  
· Introduction of spawning substrate  
· Sustainable Erosion Control 
· Gravel Jetting  
· Introduction / Management of Woody Debris  



 
Further assistance with project funding can be provided through the 
WTT’s ‘Rods for Conservation Scheme’ and WTT AV bursary. Clubs 

typically raise £750-1500 from these initiatives. See www.wildtrout.org 
for more details. 

 
Note: Recipients should have received a WTT AV and have obtained the 

appropriate consents from the relevant authorities, prior to arrangements 
being made to undertake the PV. WTT can advise on this. 

 
Applications for all the above and the Rods for Conservation initiative 

should be made via projects@wildtrout.org 
 
 
6.0 - Conclusions 
 
To this end it is recommended that the MFA supports the Wye and Usk 
Foundation’s approach to establish access for anadromous fish in the 
Honddu. There are clear benefits to wild trout within the Honddu by 
adopting this strategy.  
 
The Afon Honddu has considerable potential to be further enhanced and 
managed as a sustainable wild trout fishery. By undertaking the 
recommendations outlined in this report it is hoped that the MFA will be 
able to improve the wild fishery including for salmon, sea trout and river 
lamprey. 
 
7.0 –Disclaimer 
 
The MFA is reminded that all works within rivers and within 8m of the 
bank will require written permission from the Environment Agency. 
This report is produced for guidance only and should not be used as a 
substitute for full professional advice. Accordingly, no liability or 
responsibility for any loss or damage can be accepted by the Wild Trout 
Trust as a result of any other person, company or organisation acting, or 
refraining from acting, upon comments made in this report. 
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