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Rivers and Wetlands Community Days
Application Criteria and Process
1. Introduction

This programme, coordinated by the Wild Trout Trust (WTT), Environment Agency (EA) and Angling Trust with funding from Thames Water, aims to provide practical events for local people to restore and enhance their rivers and wetlands, care for them in future years and build lasting relationships to achieve greater benefits from water environments. 
Examples of some work that we regard as good practice are included as examples in the Rivers & Wetlands Community Days Project Executive Summary at http://www.wildtrout.org/content/rivers-and-wetlands-community-days.

We welcome applications from local, non-Governmental community groups working in the Thames Water catchment, including rivers and wildlife trusts, flood groups, countryside/catchment partnerships, angling clubs and conservation volunteers. 
Funds are limited and we will seek to extend reach through awards to a maximum of approximately £5000 per project.
2. Application Criteria

Projects will be considered in two tranches, for delivery in:

· autumn/winter 2014, with an application deadline of 25 July 2014;

· spring/summer 2015, with an application deadline of 2 February 2015.

Projects applying for support must demonstrate:

a). that they are within the Thames Water catchment (see page 2 below); 

b). wide community benefit. The site(s) for the work must be publicly accessible (e.g. river reaches, lakes or other wetlands) by a broad spectrum of the local community;

c). public engagement. We will prioritise those applicants who aim to involve practically local communities in habitat enhancement;
d). objectives to improve the ecology of the work site(s). Proving the response of biological systems to habitat enhancement can be difficult, costly and time consuming. We do not anticipate funding extensive pre- and post-works monitoring but we do expect some assessment of change as part of the project e.g. through clear objectives and fixed-point photography;

e). a degree of delivery readiness such as site selection, necessary consents (e.g. EA FDC) in place at least in principle, participant groups engaged;
f). a track record of successful delivery of previous, similar work and the  involvement in the project of an appropriate, expert partner such as WTT, EA or Institute of Fisheries Management. We will consider inexperienced groups who can demonstrate enthusiasm to be trained and supported towards effective delivery; 
g). willingness to publicise the work through a brief post-delivery report, submitted to an agreed deadline, highlighting (amongst other things) benefits to the community, extent of public engagement and habitat change effected.
3. Application Process
Complete the brief application form at http://www.wildtrout.org/content/rivers-and-wetlands-community-days and submit it electronically to Dominic Martyn: dominic.martyn@environment-agency.gov.uk
Note the submission deadlines under Application Criteria above.
You will be informed of the success or otherwise of your application within two weeks of the deadline dates.
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