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We are now at the end of the 3 year, £57k Your Heritage, grant from the Heritage Lottery Fund for the MFTI 
but before we move onto the next stage of the project I want to highlight all the excellent work that has been 
delivered by the MFTI, the project partners and volunteers.  
 
EDUCATION PROGRAMME 
Funded by the MFTI the local Trusts have been working with schools around the Moray Firth teaching the 
pupils about their local rivers, their ecology and the fish they support – especially trout! A whole range of 
exciting activities have been delivered including “Mayfly in the classroom” where the pupils hatch out mayfly 
nymphs in the classroom before releasing them back to the river. Many of the classes have also been lucky 
enough to visit their local river to do a bugs and beasties hunt, watch an electrofishing demonstration and 
learn how to identify the different species they found. 
  
• School visits - Funded by the MFTI the local 

Fisheries Trusts have delivered 49 school 
classroom visits reaching a total of 1230 pupils.  
 

• River visits – With MFTI funding and support the 
Trusts have also taken 26 school groups to their 
local river giving 632 pupils the opportunity to 
experience firsthand the fish and invertebrates in 
the river. Cromarty Primary even got to help with 
seine netting off the beach in Cromarty village.  
 

• Talks and events – Project Manager, Marcus 
Walters, has given 23 talks to local community 
and fishing groups on the work of the MFTI, the 
biology of sea and brown trout and the threats 
they face, reaching a total audience of 555 adults. 
He has also attended 7 local community events 
with educational activities including trays of 
freshwater invertebrates for families to explore 
and identify. This has really caught their attention 
when coupled with local volunteer Allan Liddle’s 
fly tying demonstrations.  
 

• Trout Day – The trout day held in Inverness in 
2014 was a huge success with nearly 60 delegates 
including local anglers, fisheries managers and 
scientists coming together for a series of talks and 
discussion about wild trout research, conservation 
and management. 

 
 
 

Cromarty Primary School children helping to haul in a coastal seine net 
at the Sutors. 

A family looking for bugs and beasties in the MFTI kick samples at 
FNLFT River Festival on the Findhorn. 

http://www.morayfirthtrout.org/
http://www.morayfirthtrout.org/index.asp
http://www.wildtrout.org/content/mayfly-classroom
http://s3.spanglefish.com/s/25666/documents/all-about-trout-day/mfti-trout-day-summary.pdf
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CONSERVATION PROGRAMME 
 
• Small Burn Surveys – Advised by the MFTI the 

local Trusts have made an annual commitment to 
survey the small burns, that especially along the 
coast, are very important to our sea trout 
populations. Marcus Walters has also delivered 
habitat surveys with local volunteers in areas 
where there are potential issues e.g. lack of 
spawning habitat, blockages to migration or 
straightened modified sections of river. Working 
with the Findhorn, Nairn & Lossie Fisheries Trust 
he has conducted 11 SNIFFER Barrier Assessments 
to determine if existing man made river barriers 
are hindrance to migration and suggest possible 
solutions where necessary. These surveys have 
been achieved with the help of 23 volunteers who 
have delivered 75 days of survey work. 

  
• Restoration – The MFTI has delivered and 

coordinated 9 restoration projects around the 
Moray Firth. These projects have included planting 
22500 trees in the Conon Catchment; award 
winning Peffery habitat restoration, barrier 
easement on the Deveron and clearing blocked 
burns in the Beauly Firth. To deliver these projects 
the MFTI raised more than £10,500 of funding and 
used 82 volunteers who provided 222 volunteer 
days of work.  

 
• Coastal seine netting – The MFTI has begun a pilot coastal seine netting programme in the Moray Firth 

with 2 main aims; sample sea trout in the marine environment and learn more about the inshore 
ecosystem and the availability of food for sea trout. We have conducted 16 netting days at 8 different 
sites around the Firth with the help of 36 volunteer days. Catching more than 10 different species of fish 

including salmon and trout 
and plenty of good prey 
items including sandeels and 
sprat. To help us develop 
this project further into a 
routine monitoring tool we 
brought in Steve Coates 
from SLR Consulting to run a 
marine fish ID and survey 
course for us.  
 

Volunteer, Kate Batchelor, helping to conduct a SNIFFER Barrier 
Assessment on the Linkwood Burn, River Lossie. 

The MFTI Management Team visit the Peffery Restoration Project 

The team deploying a seine net in Findhorn Bay during the Marine Fish ID and Monitoring Course 

http://www.morayfirthtrout.org/
http://www.sniffer.org.uk/knowledge-hubs/resilient-catchments/water-framework-directive-and-uktag-co-ordination/fish-obstacles-porosity/
http://s3.spanglefish.com/s/25666/documents/restoration/peffery-project-phase-3-report-for-web.pdf
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• Loch and river sampling – A key aim of the MFTI 
has been to learn more about our brown trout 
populations as well as sea trout. Using teams of 
volunteer anglers we have run targeted river and 
loch sampling days to measure photograph and 
collect scales from all the trout they catch. 
Thirteen sites have been sampled by 30 different 
anglers delivering a total of 51 volunteer days of 
effort and catching more than 100 brown trout!  
 

•  Scale collection – The collection of scales from 
brown and sea trout is a key part of the MFTI and 
is reliant on the efforts of volunteer anglers 
taking the extra time to measure the fish and 
takes some scales. The total collection is now over 
1400 sets of scales (900 sea trout and 500 brown 
trout) collected by 50 volunteer anglers. Every 
individual fish provides a valuable insight into 
their life history and behavior but a larger 
collection from a catchment or river can give an 
insight into the entire population. We now have 
significant collections of sea trout scales from the 
Deveron, Spey, Conon and Kyle catchments which 
were summarised in a poster at the recent 2nd Sea 
Trout Symposium in Ireland and received an 
award from the Institute of Fishery Management.  

 
• Research – The MFTI continues to seek funding and 

collaboration opportunities for research projects that can 
help improve our understanding of our trout populations 
and ultimately to improve their management and 
conservation. We successfully collaborated with Marine 
Scotland Science to deliver the large trout tracking 
project on the Deveron which was presented as a poster 
at the 2nd Sea trout Symposium in Ireland. We also 
secured funding from the Atlantic Salmon Trust (AST) to 
develop a tool with Napier University for determining if 
sea trout fry are the progeny of brown or sea trout 
females using stable isotopes.  We are continuing to 
develop this technique with AST and have used it on the 
River Lossie this year to try and help understand why sea 
trout numbers have declined so notably while there 
appear to be still good juvenile numbers recorded during 
routine electrofishing surveys.  

Volunteer Allan Liddle landing a 3lb brown trout during a sampling day 

A fine Kyle of Sutherland sea trout caught in the seine net. 

Marcus Walters, MFTI Project Manager, receiving the IFM 
award for best poster from Robert Rosell from the Agri-Food 
and Biosciences Institute and IFM Irish branch at the 2nd Sea 
Trout Symposium in Ireland. (Photo: Paul Coulson IFM) 

http://www.morayfirthtrout.org/
http://s3.spanglefish.com/s/25666/documents/mfti-newsletter-spring-2015-final.pdf
http://seatroutsymposium.org/
http://seatroutsymposium.org/
http://s3.spanglefish.com/s/25666/documents/mfti-newsletter-autumn-2014.pdf
http://s3.spanglefish.com/s/25666/documents/mfti-newsletter-autumn-2014.pdf
http://s3.spanglefish.com/s/25666/documents/deveron_stable_isotope_summary_napier.pdf

